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A guide for the recent (and maybe not so recent) Mac adopter who wants 
to know what the best apps are for.. most regular things. Chat clients, 
browsers, mail clients, video players, and so on. Most of them are even 
free! 



AppZapper
Uninstaller

As not all apps on the Mac are good at cleaning up after 
themselves, itʼs actually rather essential to get a good uninstaller. 
This one isnʼt free, but it works very well! 

Little Snitch
Firewall

Gives you complete control over the in- and outgoing internet 
connections.

MacFuse
OS extension

MacFUSE allows you to extend Mac OS X's native file handling 
capabilities via 3rd-party file systems. 

NTFS-3G
OS extension

Provides support for writing to NTFS drives.

Adium
Chat client

Supports pretty much any account type out there. 

X-Chat
IRC client

Simple and free. And oldskool! :) 



Firefox
Browser

In my opinion the best browser for OS X.

Mail
Mail client

Appleʼs own mail client, which comes with OS X. Beats 
Thunderbird in my opinion. 

Vienna
RSS reader

Does what you expect it to. Easy, light-weight, and free. 

Power64
Emulator

The best of the Commodore=64 emulators Iʼve tried under OS X. 

SNES9X
Emulator

Great SNES emulator.

ScummVM
Virtual Machine

For playing old pointʼn click adventures from Lucasarts and others 



Cog
MP3 / audio player

Your basic, very simple and functional Winamp analogue. Be 
aware there are issues with Leopard (OS X 10.5+), but the latest 
build of Cog runs well.

CocoModX
Mod player

Plays oldskool mod, xm, tfmx and more.

SidPlay
.SID player

Plays oldskool .SID tunes.

Quicktime
Media player

If youʼre a former Windows user you most likely hate Quicktime. 
On the Mac, however, it doesnʼt suck balls! However... (read on)

Perian
Codec pack

Essential codec pack that lets Quicktime handle most formats

VideoLan - VLC
Media player

If you donʼt want to use Quicktime, this is a great media player that 
can play back pretty much any format out there.



Flip4Mac
Codec

Lets Quicktime handle WMV files.

Handbrake
DVD-ripper & encoder

Very easy to use, and free!

Screenßow
Screen grabber

For recording your screen output to a file, you canʼt beat this.. itʼs 
not free, but itʼs very very good.

Preview
Media viewer

For lack of a better word, “media viewer”. Preview is Appleʼs native 
viewer, and it rocks! Itʼll show pretty much anything, and also has a 
few basic tools for image correction. 

QuickLook
Media viewer

Another OS X-native viewer. Select any file and hit the Space bar, 
and this baby will show it to you. Supports most file formats, 
including video, PDF, and images.

Img2Icns
Icon creation Tool

Drop a .png file on this, and itʼll convert it to a custom icon for you.



Cyberduck
FTP client

Free, simple, and good.

Transmission
Torrent client

Again, very simple and does what it say on the tin.

unrarX
Archive utility

Extracts .rar files.

The Unarchiver
Archive utility

Can handle most types of compressed archives.

DropBox
Cloud storage

You get 2gb of online storage for free. Dropbox keeps a cloud 
depository (including revision control) and synchronises files 
across all the computers with the app installed.

VMWare Fusion
Virtualisation client

Run Windows on your intel-based Mac. The latest revision 
supports 3d-acceleration too.



Pages
Word processor

Appleʼs own word processor, which is a part of the iWork package. 
Simple, easy to use, and more than enough for your word 
processing needs. Reads and exports Microsoft Word files, too.

Numbers
Spreadsheet

Appleʼs own spreadsheet, which is a part of the iWork package. 
Again, very simple, but likely to be more than enough for what you 
need. Reads and exports Excel files, too.

Keynote
Presentation tool

This is the tool Steve Jobs uses when giving keynotes - itʼs simple, 
easy to use, and produces some pretty stunning presentations. 
Far, FAR better than Powerpoint.

Neo OfÞce
Office package

An open-source alternative to Microsoft Office. Very feature-rich, 
and read / writes the commercial formats.

Textwrangler
Text editor

Features syntax highlighting and can edit online to ftp.

Mindnode
Mind-mapping tool

Use to create mindmaps and simple diagrams.



Default Folder X
Finder enhancement

This is mainly a workflow-enhancing tool, that lets you set default 
working folders for your applications. This saves you time and 
effort navigating through directories.


